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Classical &Opera
Awhole new ballgame...
Theways inwhichjazzand
baseball were used as tools
of protest and identityfor
blackAmericans is explored
in a new work performed by
Hackneyschoolchildren.
,onatran Lerhie previews
jazopera 'Shadowball'

Now in his *rty loLties,Jceph was
bomint0ndon topudts 6@St
Vin€ntardCErada. Tlren bveoi jzz
insrrnei hin to inv$tierte rhe nusic
'AsablackpNngrcwingupin
Brilii4 ilgave ne$megreat pople to
idertii vinl,Nchs tuteEllinston,
tnuis Amstrons, ClDntB.Tie, I]lner
Dalis. Ee$ieHanc@k, John C.ltrane

Whatis it about jazz thaLmakes it
tle sound of black Amerio? ltisjrst
a direct expression olandp€.ieff e
oIa peo!leard iibringseverythins
rog.thr in a so!nd,'he responds

In the loyer ol Kingsmod Primary
S.hool a disllay boar drroudly
announa urat its pnpils, in this leafy
come. of Hackney, spal24 Afdcan,
l3luropeanand three Caribbea!
lansuases in addilion ro Eisllsh
Ndt door in a slnmsim nEked
out like a baseball dimond, 30 of
thsevoungpeopleare rehearsinga
ns! jaz opda called'ShadoNball'.

' ]rmdowesettoseeouostuEs?
ddands orcr'ouru nu, q'hi.h
insiiearfs abrieflull i. pocedi.gs and
sonecoicnBl d j(sion anonc the
€sr Orbei.gr€suedby dn4tor
JorEthaMorcuutitwillbeintvo
days time, the nineand ten ysrolds
rtum totheblsinsolrelaainga
cholasdtildl'This Gm.lsLif C.

Alsosinsi.sisprofdsiondr jz
siqqer ClevelandWatkiss,theo.lyadult
i. thisprodlcilon, who to\'6 ovd the
yolngst6in his$d vest, andndtto
me, orthesidelift sof uredimon4
moursvoieanbeldd.Itisthatol
JulianJoseph,theBritisb jazpianist
andenp.sq, ilhoiscl6ly djoyi.s
winslis oprabrousht to lile, sin:ing
{iL\ampydthes|e, omsionally
laus}insandsingingalong.

Thekids, nanwbile, hale tmed
theirattdtioalo pitclinsinasinary
ballsintotheetclinsr tlsof tneir
parhec.lt is an activityk.oimas
'shadoilball',whichliackpiaysin
Aft 6ie'sNegrole$6 Ndldomlt
$ coNinciryly{hileiY.mi.sup that
fiedos d @uldn'trell thattbereiasn t

'This production
makes the kids

a ball.Jceph and his librettist
I{ik Philirs hav. ta(en dE

The idea canre lron theaward
vinningcharily andtrotucerof
'Shadowball', HacknelMusic
Dcvelopnent Trust GIMDT) -
specifiall_v iN dnector, Adan
Eisenberg.'Hehadlhe ideaadl just
ran{ilh it,' dplaiasjoseph. And it
\Las son thi.s ofa revelation to the
conposer, rho has previousl_v
{ritten atroibero!era,'BridgetoNa'.
'Ihad no idea ho$ rFy of theseat
jazzmusicians DukeEllington,Eill
Robinson (Bojanglet, Cab Calloway
and Louis Arnistrong all owned

story of Rsa Pdks, Nho in 1955
fanously retu*d to gn'enp hd seat
inthefi .nt*ction of abusin
Alabama That the predominanrly
bla.k Lids iaise rl'en eyebrows and
looL at each other sceptically, dakes
onero d ifdris history has ant
.elevance to thdlJoseph believes it
doesand thattheblack expe.ienc€ isa
univeLsal one, 'bcause you are elther
on one side olit or the our€1.

Much as ve like to drinl th"t racial
prejudhe isbehind us nos',the
conposer is not so s$e.'I1is
un ealistic to thinl tMt it has alleore,'
heaswts. Erm in this counnl, black
people playins iootball was a pr.blen
in my liietine. So Ne bave to remembef
th* things and ho$, in the o* ol
Jackie Robinso\ itneart tlat tho
iimitations thatve.e put on people
beca!roiiacial p.eludice{de
rmoved 'Il!c god thing about a
productior lile this is that itlropares
ure kids lor thnrss thathave happded
in history. it makes them qustion
tlings and girs then the coumge to

question thingg and

{w.timeout.comlclasslcal

s itnouthesitation. Soyousetthe
f reedon - the necessiryfor n eedom
iainprorisation the melodiccalls
and shouts, you get the screan ol
pain, the ecstatic jor. People say
othermlsichastbis, but.otinthe
sane way rbar rhe Airicans ivho
cane to Amfia have i1.'

It n certainly, therefore, thc nght
sofi of music to acconpant thisstory
ol ho!v one nan's lalent co!ld nor be
isnored and he wasn'teve. the bsr
blackplard. TheBrooklynDodgds
ranted to win and!e helped tlm
because be s'6vay bett€r ura all of
thenplaye6,dplaiislGeDh.'And
compdcd D SaLchelPaige andJosl)
Gibsoq he was avsaec. Brt whde he
iu sn t aremgewas his tempcramot
ar d inrell isence He could vithstand
the ta! s, he wasdrotionallyvel-r
*cuedd 1oc$ lL{ to dal lrir-h
thseproblens dd also go out dd
play agrat game and shile.

The opera qill be perlom€d on
stagebya lolaloI l20pupilsfi on
Kingsead aldjubil@ ttinary
Schools, beforebeins rakon up by
another 18 sclmls overthe nexttwo
yeas. ThellDMT charity s€n hopes
to dtcnd th.baseballlbme by
datins bomushbeball hagrs
ivhich, lefs lace it, Eackney msht to

'Sl,adou ba[ is at thz MMid
Th.ab!,1 ueJutu 29 & IledJM 3a

gives them the
coulage to stand up
forthemselves'

shadow play Qaeland Watk s dnd en lerta$e fulinnlr*th| Sl"nddrt)dn'

the sesregation inbaseball

the tale of ar.ungbaeball

in 194?, was thefirst biack

Negro Leagle tcans.'fhey aiso

anrajd leasnedd ,, .

intertwiningolsporrand nusic.'
Back in.ehearsal, the kids de

nov e.sased in a scene in which
theblack playersare nadeto

stad ia onc loag line to be
.:, scrvcd food, s.hile a sinsle

-. whitepeNon occupies Ure
l-! other queue.'lhe director
a erplains thc coacept of
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